
The Impact of Life Science in THE Bay Area
The Bay Area includes the nine counties surrounding the San Francisco Bay: Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Francisco, San 
Mateo, Santa Clara, Solano and Sonoma counties. Bay Area companies in the Life Science industry directly employed 145,190 people 
in 2019, with average annual earnings exceeding $172,000 per year, the highest average annual earnings of any of the California 
regions. The industry supported over 387,000 jobs in the region (direct/indirect/induced) in 2019 and generated $139.3 billion in 
economic activity. There was impressive growth in the Biopharmaceutical Manufacturing, Medical Devices & Diagnostic Equipment 
and Research & Lab Services industry clusters between 2014 and 2019. 

Life Sciences companies are located throughout the Bay Area but specific concentrations of life science establishments can be found 
in San Francisco’s Mission Bay, South San Francisco, the lower Peninsula, Berkeley/Emeryville, and the Tri-Valley region. Biopharma 
manufacturing is predominantly concentrated in Hayward, Fremont and Newark in Alameda County.

Annual Economic Impact Subsector Employment & Establishments
Employment in 2019 Establishments

in economic activity 
in 2019, the highest 
of any regional cluster 
in California

Key Life Science occupations:   

Biological Scientists; Biochemists and Biophysicists; 
and Medical Scientists 

BioRenewables 
Includes biofuels, specialty enzymes and 
chemicals, algae research, and key elements of 
agriculture.

Biopharmaceutical Manufacturing 
The production of medicines, botanicals, 
pharmaceuticals, in-vitro diagnostic substances, 
and biological products.

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip 
Laboratory equipment and supplies, optical 
instruments, electromedical apparatus, surgical 
and medical instruments, dental equipment and 
dental product producing laboratories.

Life Science Wholesale 
Wholesaling and distributing medical 
equipment and supplies, and the wholesaling of 
pharmaceuticals and related products.

Research & Lab Services 
R&D in biotechnology, related areas of 
nanotechnology, medical laboratories, and 
portions of industries representing testing 
laboratories, other R&D services, and higher 
education.

TOTAL

$139.3B
The Bay Area generated

Life Science 
establishments

3,390
in research funding from 
National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) for FY2019

$1.87 billion

IMPACT

Economic Activity $139.3B 

Market Value of 
Goods & Services $90.1B 

Total Jobs  
(direct/indirect/induced) 387,753 

Labor Income  
(salaries/wages/benefits paid) $45.3B
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For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir ‘Establishment’ refers to an individual facility/physical location. Some firms have multiple locations, which would each be 
counted separately. 

NIH Funding

California received more than $4.59B 
in NIH funding in fiscal year 2019 with 
$1.87B flowing to the Bay Area, driving 
the pace of innovation in the region. 
San Francisco and Santa Clara counties 
lead the region in NIH funding, receiving 
$847M and $586M respectively 
Source: NIH (4/2020)
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BIOCOM’S 2020 CALIFORNIA ECONOMIC IMPACT REPORT: BAY AREA

Biocom is the leader and advocate for California’s life science sector. We work on behalf of more than 1,300 members to drive public policy, build an enviable network of industry leaders, 
create access to capital, introduce cutting-edge STEM education programs, and create robust value-driven purchasing programs.

This is a condensed summary of Biocom’s 2020 California Economic Impact Report produced by Biocom and Clower & Associates. 
For the full report please visit our website: www.biocom.org/eir 

The 2020 Databook used the same industry and cluster categories as the 2019 Databook, however, comparisons with data from years before 2019 should be made with caution due to 
changes in industries definitions, analytical assumptions, and data sources.  At the time this data is being prepared, the impact of the global pandemic of COVID-19 is unknown and we 
must caution readers to consider how current and near-term economic conditions may influence future industry growth. 

Subsector Average Wage (Wages by Sector & County)

Foreign Exports of Life Science Products

Life Science Innovation Companies

Educational Attainment

In California, the Bay Area has a distinct 
competitive advantage in overall education 
attainment, with almost 50% of the adult 
population achieving at least a bachelor’s degree 
and 20% holding a graduate degree. 

Graduate or 
Professional 
Degree

Bachelor's 
Degree

Associate's 
Degree

Some
college

High school
diploma

less than
high school

20.8% 

28.3% 

7.2% 

17.5% 

15.8% 

5.3% 

 Total 
Life Science Jobs BioRenewables BioPharmaceutical 

Manufacturing Medical Devices Life Science 
Wholesale 

Research & Lab 
Services All Life Sciences

Alameda 34,908 $94,936 $178,266 $168,290 $98,985 $106,139 $127,173

Contra Costa 5,289 $56,534 $155,675 $103,475 $111,639 $81,299 $98,688

Marin 3,359 $55,711 $321,764 $111,354 $151,502 $86,455 $256,114

Napa 904 $62,560 Insufficient Data $69,419 $58,172 $43,383 $54,255

San Francisco 19,139 $69,573 $154,320 $109,466 $147,569 $148,357 $147,260

San Mateo 32,435 $45,677 $338,950 $299,380 $176,691 $226,244 $263,188

Santa Clara 39,859 $63,069 $196,684 $181,802 $184,445 $139,738 $156,774

Solano 5,038 $51,841 $283,194 $77,188 $62,404 $78,774 $207,507

Sonoma 4,304 $52,597 $72,733 $169,182 $83,805 $68,210 $111,197

Life Science Innovation Company refers to the unique company count in the most innovative 
sectors of the life science industry. These sectors include industrial biotechnology & biofuels, 
biopharmaceuticals, medical devices & diagnostics equipment, and research & lab services. 
This should not be confused with ‘Establishments’ which includes all physical locations of each 
company in the region in all industry subsectors. For more information, refer to Appendix 3 of 
Biocom’s 2020 California Economic Impact Report Databook.
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$65.79B
Total 

Life Science
Industry

$22.9B 

$12.8B 

$27.5B 

The Bay Area has 1,486 Life Science Innovation Companies

Company Count

BioRenewables 8

Biopharmaceutical Manufacturing 151

Medical Devices & Diagnostic Equip 138

Research & Lab Services 1,189

For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir



The Impact of Life Science in CALIFORNIA
California’s Life Science Industry directly provides 481,888 direct jobs statewide, with an average annual earnings of $117,333. Total 
jobs in the state (direct/indirect/induced) was 1,415,804 in 2019 and economic activity generated $372B. The strongest related 
occupations are Medical Scientists and General Biologists.   

Annual Economic Impact Subsector Employment & Establishments

The State of California 
employs 

people in total jobs 
attributable to the Life 
Science Industry (direct/
indirect/induced)

1.4 million Life Science 
establishments

15,341 
in research funding from 
National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) for FY2019

$4.59 billion

For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir

NIH Funding

California received more than $4.59B in NIH 
funding in fiscal year 2019, driving the incredible 
pace of innovation in the state in the Life 
Sciences industry, more than any other state 
by at least 25%. The top five award recipients 
in FY2019 were University of California, San 
Francisco (UCSF), Stanford, University of 
California, San Diego (UCSD), University of 
California, Los Angeles (UCLA) and University of 
Southern California (USC).  
Source: NIH (4/2020)

C A L I F O R N I A
ECONOMIC IMPACT 
REPORT CALIFORNIA

2020

IMPACT

Economic Activity $372B

Market Value of 
Goods & Services $211.5B

Total Jobs  
(direct/indirect/induced) 1,415,804

Labor Income  
(salaries/wages/benefits paid) $115B

Employment in 2019 Establishments

BioRenewables 
Includes biofuels, specialty enzymes and 
chemicals, algae research, and key elements of 
agriculture.

Biopharmaceutical Manufacturing 
The production of medicines, botanicals, 
pharmaceuticals, in-vitro diagnostic substances, 
and biological products.

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip 
Laboratory equipment and supplies, optical 
instruments, electromedical apparatus, surgical 
and medical instruments, dental equipment and 
dental product producing laboratories.

Life Science Wholesale 
Wholesaling and distributing medical 
equipment and supplies, and the wholesaling of 
pharmaceuticals and related products.

Research & Lab Services 
R&D in biotechnology, related areas of 
nanotechnology, medical laboratories, and portions 
of industries representing testing laboratories, other 
R&D services, and higher education.

30,686 1,528

678

2,441

4,510

47,415

89,731

59,517

254,539 6,184

‘Establishment’ refers to an individual facility/physical location. 
Some firms have multiple locations, which would each be counted separately.



BIOCOM’S 2020 CALIFORNIA ECONOMIC IMPACT REPORT: california

Subsector Average Wage

Foreign Exports of Life Science Products Educational Attainment

BioRenewables BioPharmaceutical 
Manufacturing 

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip

Life Science 
Wholesale 

Research & Lab 
Services

All Life 
Sciences

$48,764 $194,466 $134,885 $134,337 $101,068 $117,333

For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir

Graduate or 
Professional 
Degree

Bachelor's 
Degree

Associate's 
Degree

Some
college

High school
diploma

less than
high school

12.9%

21.3%

20.8%
8.0%

20.7%

16.2%
$102B
Total 

Life Science
Industry

BioRenewables 

Biopharmaceutical 
Manufacturing

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip

Life Science Wholesale

Research & 
Lab Services

$6.2B

$21B

$27.9B

$10.3B

$36.9B
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Biocom is the leader and advocate for California’s life science sector. We work on behalf of more than 1,300 members to drive public policy, build an enviable network of industry leaders, 
create access to capital, introduce cutting-edge STEM education programs, and create robust value-driven purchasing programs.
Founded in 1995 in San Diego, Biocom provides the strongest public voice to research institutions and life science companies that fuel the local and state-wide economy. Our goal is 
simple: to help our members produce novel solutions that improve the human condition. In addition to our San Diego headquarters, Biocom operates core offices in Los Angeles and the 
San Francisco Bay Area, satellite offices in Washington, D.C. and Tokyo, and has a continuous staff presence in Sacramento. Our broad membership benefits apply to biotechnology, 
pharmaceutical, medical device, genomics and diagnostics companies of all sizes, as well as to research universities and institutes, clinical research organizations, investors and service 
providers.

This is a condensed summary of Biocom’s 2020 California Economic Impact Report produced by Biocom and Clower & Assoc.
 For the full report please visit our website: www.biocom.org/eir
The 2020 Databook used the same industry and cluster categories as the 2019 Databook, however, comparisons with data from years before 2019 should be made with caution due to 
changes in industries definitions, analytical assumptions, and data sources. At the time this data is being prepared, the impact of the global pandemic of COVID-19 is unknown and we 
must caution readers to consider how current and near-term economic conditions may influence future industry growth. 



The Impact of Life Science in Alameda County and Contra Costa County
The East Bay includes the two counties of Alameda and Contra Costa. East Bay companies in the Life Science Industry directly 
employed 40,197 people in 2019 with average annual earnings of $127,173 per year in Alameda and $98,688 per year in Contra Costa. 
The industry supported 98,204 jobs in the region (direct/indirect/induced) in 2019 & generated $26B in economic activity.  The 
largest sector in the two counties by employment and establishments was Research & Lab Services, more than all the other sectors 
combined.

Annual Economic Impact Subsector Employment & Establishments

Life Science 
establishments

959

alameda contra costa

Economic Activity  $23.4B  $2.6B

Market Value of 
Goods & Services  $13.7B  $1.4B

Total Jobs  
(direct/indirect/induced) 87,242  10,962

Labor Income  
(salaries/wages/benefits 
paid)

 $7.7B  $0.8B

For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir

C A L I F O R N I A
ECONOMIC IMPACT 
REPORT

NIH Funding

California received more than $4.59B 
in NIH funding in fiscal year 2019 with 
$323.4M flowing to the East Bay.  
Alameda County garnered close to 
$316.9M and Contra Costa County 
received $6.5M.  
Source: NIH (4/2020)

2020

Employment in 2019

ALAMEDA
CONTRA 

COSTA
ALAMEDA

CONTRA 
COSTA

Establishments

‘Establishment’ refers to an individual facility/physical location. 
Some firms have multiple locations, which would each be counted separately.

BioRenewables 
Includes biofuels, specialty enzymes and 
chemicals, algae research, and key elements of 
agriculture.

Biopharmaceutical Manufacturing 
The production of medicines, botanicals, 
pharmaceuticals, in-vitro diagnostic substances, 
and biological products.

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip 
Laboratory equipment and supplies, optical 
instruments, electromedical apparatus, surgical 
and medical instruments, dental equipment and 
dental product producing laboratories.

Life Science Wholesale 
Wholesaling and distributing medical 
equipment and supplies, and the wholesaling of 
pharmaceuticals and related products.

Research & Lab Services 
R&D in biotechnology, related areas of 
nanotechnology, medical laboratories, and portions 
of industries representing testing laboratories, 
other R&D services, and higher education.

TOTAL

 247

3,328

 8,199

1,762

 21,372

34,908

9
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148

121

372

699

117

701

1,277

475

2,719

5,289

10

8

55

70

117

260

EAST BAY

in research funding from 
National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) for FY2019

$323.4 millionThe largest sector by 
employment and establishments was 

Research & Lab Services



BIOCOM’S 2020 CALIFORNIA ECONOMIC IMPACT REPORT: EAST BAY

Subsector Average Wage (Wages by Sector & County)

Educational Attainment East Bay Policy Priorities

For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir

 BioRenewables BioPharmaceutical 
Manufacturing 

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip

Life Science 
Wholesale 

Research & Lab 
Services

All Life 
Sciences

Alameda $94,936 $178,266 $168,290 $98,985 $106,139 $127,173 

Contra Costa $56,534 $155,675 $103,475 $111,639 $81,299 $98,688

Graduate or 
Professional 
Degree

Bachelor's 
Degree

Associate's 
Degree

Some
college

High school
diploma

less than
high school

16.9%

contra costa

9.8%

8.7%

26.7%

20.6%

17.3%

alameda

Graduate or 
Professional 
Degree

Bachelor's 
Degree

Associate's 
Degree

Some
college

High school
diploma

less than
high school

10.5%
20.8%

6.2%

27.5%16.9%

18.1%

The East Bay is home to the Berkeley/Emeryville 
life science cluster, which includes many small, early 
stage companies that spin out of UC Berkeley. These 
companies can benefit from concierge assistance 
through city economic development departments as 
they navigate permitting processes involved in scale-
up following incubator graduation. We have heard from 
members that they share concerns around affordable 
housing and connected transit systems; challenges that 
are evident throughout the Bay Area. Finally, physical 
security concerns in downtown areas and near Caltrans 
rights-of-way are important for members located in this 
area.
 
Alameda County is also home to a large concentration 
of companies in Hayward, Fremont and Newark - 
companies that are typically four times the average size 
of Bay Area life science companies. Mostly engaged in 
medical device and biopharmaceutical manufacturing, 
these companies have benefitted from streamlined 
permitting services available through city departments. 
We have heard from members in this area that workforce 
development programs to ensure a steady skilled pool of 
workers for manufacturing settings is a top concern.

Biocom is the leader and advocate for California’s life science sector. We work on behalf of more than 1,300 members to drive public policy, build an enviable network of industry leaders, 
create access to capital, introduce cutting-edge STEM education programs, and create robust value-driven purchasing programs.

This is a condensed summary of Biocom’s 2020 California Economic Impact Report produced by Biocom and Clower & Associates. 
For the full report please visit our website: www.biocom.org/eir 

The 2020 Databook used the same industry and cluster categories as the 2019 Databook, however, comparisons with data from years before 2019 should be made with caution due to 
changes in industries definitions, analytical assumptions, and data sources.  At the time this data is being prepared, the impact of the global pandemic of COVID-19 is unknown and we 
must caution readers to consider how current and near-term economic conditions may influence future industry growth. 



The Impact of Life Science in THE City of Los Angeles
The City of Los Angeles’ Life Science industry directly employed 21,508 people in 2019 with average annual earnings of $82,399. Total 
jobs in the region (direct/indirect/induced) was 34,270 in 2019 and economic activity generated $6.88B.  There was solid job growth 
in Life Sciences Wholesale Trade and Research and Laboratory Support clusters between 2014 and 2019. The City of Los Angeles 
possesses substantial advantages, especially driven by key universities and research institutes. This allows the City to “punch above 
its weight” in attracting NIH funding, at almost $886 million in FY2019, and being the region of record for more than $3.6 billion in 
foreign exports of Life Sciences products and services.

Annual Economic Impact Subsector Employment & Establishments

Life Science 
establishments

499

IMPACT

Economic Activity $6.88B

Market Value of 
Goods & Services $3.78B

Total Jobs  
(direct/indirect/induced) 34,270

Labor Income  
(salaries/wages/benefits paid) $2.4B

For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir

C A L I F O R N I A
ECONOMIC IMPACT 
REPORT

NIH Funding

California received more than $4.59B in NIH 
funding in fiscal year 2019 with $885.6M 
flowing to City of Los Angeles’ universities, 
labs and companies to support research in 
the life sciences industry.  Two of the top five 
recipients in California were from City of Los 
Angeles: University of California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA) and University of Southern California 
(USC).  
Source: NIH (4/2020)

2020

$82,399
Average annual earnings in 
City of Los Angeles for the 
Life Science industry

CITY OF LOS ANGELES

in research funding from National 
Institutes of Health (NIH) for FY2019

$885.6 million

Employment in 2019 Establishments

BioRenewables 
Includes biofuels, specialty enzymes and 
chemicals, algae research, and key elements of 
agriculture.

Biopharmaceutical Manufacturing 
The production of medicines, botanicals, 
pharmaceuticals, in-vitro diagnostic substances, 
and biological products.

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip 
Laboratory equipment and supplies, optical 
instruments, electromedical apparatus, surgical 
and medical instruments, dental equipment and 
dental product producing laboratories.

Life Science Wholesale 
Wholesaling and distributing medical 
equipment and supplies, and the wholesaling of 
pharmaceuticals and related products.

Research & Lab Services 
R&D in biotechnology, related areas of 
nanotechnology, medical laboratories, and portions 
of industries representing testing laboratories, other 
R&D services, and higher education.

200 10

15

77

184

1,186

436

2,342

17,344 213

‘Establishment’ refers to an individual facility/physical location. 
Some firms have multiple locations, which would each be counted separately.



BIOCOM’S 2020 CALIFORNIA ECONOMIC IMPACT REPORT: CITY OF LOS ANGELES

Subsector Average Wage

Foreign Exports of Life Science ProductsEducational Attainment*

 BioRenewables BioPharmaceutical 
Manufacturing 

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip

Life Science 
Wholesale 

Research & Lab 
Services

All Life 
Sciences

City of 
Los Angeles $65,039 $112,526 $73,548 $90,391 $79,682 $82,399

Life Science Innovation Companies

Life Science Innovation Company refers to the unique company count in the most 
innovative sectors of the life science industry. These sectors include industrial 
biotechnology & biofuels, biopharmaceuticals, medical devices & diagnostics equipment, 
and research & lab services. This should not be confused with ‘Establishments’ which 
includes all physical locations of each company in the region in all industry subsectors. 
For more information, refer to Appendix 3 of Biocom’s 2020 California Economic 
Impact Report Databook.

City of Los Angeles has 134 Life Science 
Innovation Companies.

Company 
Count

BioRenewables 1

Biopharmaceutical Manufacturing 15

Medical Devices & Diagnostic Equip 12

Research & Lab Services 106

For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir

$3.6B
Total 

Life Science
Industry

0 0.3B 0.6B 0.9B 1.2B 1.5B

BioRenewables 

Biopharmaceutical 
Manufacturing

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip

Life Science Wholesale

Research & 
Lab Services

$383M

$544M

$92M

$1.16B

$1.42B

Graduate or 
Professional 
Degree

Bachelor's 
Degree

Associate's 
Degree

Some
college

High school
diploma

less than
high school

 11.6%

22.8%

17.8%
6.1%

19.2%

22.4%

Advocacy Roots

Biocom was founded 25 years ago to educate elected 
officials about water needs of the life science industry; 
constant, reliable access is necessary to carry out 
delicate research processes. We continue to advocate 
for dependable utility access, land use incentives, and 
consistent permitting processes for our members in Los 
Angeles. Our policy work in the region also includes 
advocacy for business tax relief, expanded transportation 
networks, and the building of middle-income housing, 
as these issues become increasingly more important for 
employee attraction and retention throughout the region.

*2017 most recent available data, Population aged 25+

Biocom is the leader and advocate for California’s life science sector. We work on behalf of more than 1,300 members to drive public policy, build an enviable network of industry leaders, 
create access to capital, introduce cutting-edge STEM education programs, and create robust value-driven purchasing programs.

This is a condensed summary of Biocom’s 2020 California Economic Impact Report produced by Biocom and Clower & Associates. 
For the full report please visit our website: www.biocom.org/eir 

The 2020 Databook used the same industry and cluster categories as the 2019 Databook, however, comparisons with data from years before 2019 should be made with caution due to 
changes in industries definitions, analytical assumptions, and data sources.  At the time this data is being prepared, the impact of the global pandemic of COVID-19 is unknown and we 
must caution readers to consider how current and near-term economic conditions may influence future industry growth. 



The Impact of Life Science in LOS ANGELES COUnty
Los Angeles County’s Life Science industry directly employed 93,330 people in 2019 with average annual earnings of $86,501. Total 
jobs in the region (direct/indirect/induced) was 195,820 in 2019 and economic activity generated $44.2B. While Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturing grew slightly in the region, the most notable growth was recorded in the Research and Laboratory Support cluster, 
and the Life Sciences Wholesale Trade sectors. The Medical Scientists occupation also grew strongly rising about 23% from 2014 to 
2019. Although the region’s Life Sciences clusters are still growing in competitiveness, the $11.6 billion in Life Sciences exports from 
Los Angeles County firms in 2019, along with the fact that Los Angeles County received more NIH funding than any other county in 
California, proves that the industry remains a highly important economic driver for Los Angeles County. 

Annual Economic Impact Subsector Employment & Establishments

Life Science 
establishments

2,890

IMPACT

Economic Activity $44.2B

Market Value of 
Goods & Services $24.39B

Total Jobs  
(direct/indirect/induced) 195,820

Labor Income  
(salaries/wages/benefits paid) $14.28B

For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir

C A L I F O R N I A
ECONOMIC IMPACT 
REPORT

NIH Funding

California received more than $4.59B 
in NIH funding in fiscal year 2019 
with more than $1.15B flowing to Los 
Angeles County’s universities, labs and 
companies to support research in the 
life sciences industry.  This is more than 
any other county in California and 25% 
of the total California NIH Awards.  
Source: NIH (4/2020)

2020

195,820
Total jobs attributable 
to the Life Science industry 
in 2019 (direct/indirect/induced)

LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Employment in 2019 Establishments

BioRenewables 
Includes biofuels, specialty enzymes and 
chemicals, algae research, and key elements of 
agriculture.

Biopharmaceutical Manufacturing 
The production of medicines, botanicals, 
pharmaceuticals, in-vitro diagnostic substances, 
and biological products.

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip 
Laboratory equipment and supplies, optical 
instruments, electromedical apparatus, surgical 
and medical instruments, dental equipment and 
dental product producing laboratories.

Life Science Wholesale 
Wholesaling and distributing medical 
equipment and supplies, and the wholesaling of 
pharmaceuticals and related products.

Research & Lab Services 
R&D in biotechnology, related areas of 
nanotechnology, medical laboratories, and portions 
of industries representing testing laboratories, other 
R&D services, and higher education.

694 50

125

469

1,217

7,907

12,578

14,427

57,724 1,029

‘Establishment’ refers to an individual facility/physical location. 
Some firms have multiple locations, which would each be counted separately.

in research funding from 
National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) for FY2019

$1.15 billion



BIOCOM’S 2020 CALIFORNIA ECONOMIC IMPACT REPORT: LOS ANGELES COUNTY

Subsector Average Wage

Foreign Exports of Life Science Products

Life Science Innovation Companies

Educational Attainment

Life Science Innovation Company refers to the unique company count in the most 
innovative sectors of the life science industry. These sectors include industrial 
biotechnology & biofuels, biopharmaceuticals, medical devices & diagnostics 
equipment, and research & lab services. This should not be confused with 
‘Establishments’ which includes all physical locations of each company in the region in 
all industry subsectors. For more information, refer to Appendix 3 of Biocom’s 2020 
California Economic Impact Report Databook.

Los Angeles County has 1,067 Life Science 
Innovation Companies.

Company 
Count

BioRenewables 3

Biopharmaceutical Manufacturing 116

Medical Devices & Diagnostic Equip 96

Research & Lab Services 852

For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir

0 0.5B 1.0B 1.5B 2.0B 2.5B 3.0B 3.5B 4.0B

$11.6B
Total 

Life Science
Industry

BioRenewables 

Biopharmaceutical 
Manufacturing

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip

Life Science Wholesale

Research & 
Lab Services

$363M

$1.2B

$2.8B

$4B

$3.2B

Graduate or 
Professional 
Degree

Bachelor's 
Degree

Associate's 
Degree

Some
college

High school
diploma

less than
high school

11.2%

21.3%

19.1%

7.1%
20.6%

20.6%

 BioRenewables BioPharmaceutical 
Manufacturing 

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip

Life Science 
Wholesale 

Research & Lab 
Services

All Life 
Sciences

Los Angeles 
County $55,868 $90,882 $97,041 $91,699 $82,673 $86,501

Advocacy Roots

Biocom was founded 25 years ago to educate elected 
officials about water needs of the life science industry; 
constant, reliable access is necessary to carry out 
delicate research processes. We continue to advocate 
for dependable utility access, land use incentives, and 
consistent permitting processes for our members in Los 
Angeles. Our policy work in the region also includes 
advocacy for business tax relief, expanded transportation 
networks, and the building of middle-income housing, 
as these issues become increasingly more important for 
employee attraction and retention throughout the region.

Biocom is the leader and advocate for California’s life science sector. We work on behalf of more than 1,300 members to drive public policy, build an enviable network of industry leaders, 
create access to capital, introduce cutting-edge STEM education programs, and create robust value-driven purchasing programs.

This is a condensed summary of Biocom’s 2020 California Economic Impact Report produced by Biocom and Clower & Associates. 
For the full report please visit our website: www.biocom.org/eir 

The 2020 Databook used the same industry and cluster categories as the 2019 Databook, however, comparisons with data from years before 2019 should be made with caution due to 
changes in industries definitions, analytical assumptions, and data sources.  At the time this data is being prepared, the impact of the global pandemic of COVID-19 is unknown and we 
must caution readers to consider how current and near-term economic conditions may influence future industry growth. 



The Impact of Life Science in The City of San Diego
The City of San Diego’s Life Science industry directly employed 37,431 people in 2019 with average annual earnings of $141,744 per 
year. Total jobs in the region (direct/indirect/induced) was 84,278 in 2019 and economic activity generated $19.6B.  There was solid 
job growth in all industry clusters, except for BioRenewables. Strongest occupations in the City of San Diego are Biochemists and 
Biophysicists, the relative proportion of jobs is 6.6 times the national average, with Medical Scientists and Biological Technicians also 
being highly represented.

Annual Economic Impact Subsector Employment & Establishments

Total jobs attributable to 
the Life Science industry 
(direct, indirect and induced)

84,278
Life Science 
establishments

609
in research funding from 
National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) for FY2019

$995 million

IMPACT

Economic Activity $19.6B

Market Value of 
Goods & Services $11.67B

Total Jobs  
(direct/indirect/induced) 84,278

Labor Income  
(salaries/wages/benefits paid) $7.3B

For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir

NIH Funding

California received more than $4.59B 
in NIH funding in fiscal year 2019 with 
$995M flowing to City of San Diego’s 
universities, labs and companies to 
support research in the life sciences 
industry.   
Source: NIH (4/2020)

C A L I F O R N I A
ECONOMIC IMPACT 
REPORT CITY OF SAN DIEGO

2020

Employment in 2019 Establishments

BioRenewables 
Includes biofuels, specialty enzymes and 
chemicals, algae research, and key elements of 
agriculture.

Biopharmaceutical Manufacturing 
The production of medicines, botanicals, 
pharmaceuticals, in-vitro diagnostic substances, 
and biological products.

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip 
Laboratory equipment and supplies, optical 
instruments, electromedical apparatus, surgical 
and medical instruments, dental equipment and 
dental product producing laboratories.

Life Science Wholesale 
Wholesaling and distributing medical 
equipment and supplies, and the wholesaling of 
pharmaceuticals and related products.

Research & Lab Services 
R&D in biotechnology, related areas of 
nanotechnology, medical laboratories, and portions 
of industries representing testing laboratories, other 
R&D services, and higher education.

253 8

63

80

147

3,741

4,345

2,837

26,255 311

‘Establishment’ refers to an individual facility/physical location. 
Some firms have multiple locations, which would each be counted separately.



BIOCOM’S 2020 CALIFORNIA ECONOMIC IMPACT REPORT: city Of San diego

Subsector Average Wage

Foreign Exports of Life Science Products

Life Science Innovation Companies

Educational Attainment*

Advocacy Roots

Biocom was founded 25 years ago to educate San 
Diego elected officials about water needs of the life 
science industry; constant, reliable access is necessary 
to carry out delicate research processes. We continue 
to advocate for dependable utility access, land use 
incentives, and consistent permitting processes for 
our members in San Diego. Recently, we have been 
diversifying our policy work to include advocacy for 
expanded transportation networks, the building of 
middle-income housing, and enhanced infrastructure 
maintenance as these issues become more important for 
employee attraction and retention throughout the region.

 BioRenewables BioPharmaceutical 
Manufacturing 

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip

Life Science 
Wholesale 

Research & Lab 
Services

All Life 
Sciences

City of San Diego $51,475 $155,883 $145,479 $165,787 $137,383 $141,744

Life Science Innovation Company refers to the unique company count in the most innovative 
sectors of the life science industry. These sectors include industrial biotechnology & biofuels, 
biopharmaceuticals, medical devices & diagnostics equipment, and research & lab services. This 
should not be confused with ‘Establishments’ which includes all physical locations of each company 
in the region in all industry subsectors. For more information, refer to Appendix 3 of Biocom’s 2020 
California Economic Impact Report Databook.

City of San Diego has 400 Life Science Innovation 
Companies.

Company Count

BioRenewables 3

Biopharmaceutical Manufacturing 63

Medical Devices & Diagnostic Equip 37

Research & Lab Services 297

For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir

Graduate or 
Professional 
Degree

Bachelor's 
Degree

Associate's 
Degree

Some
college

High school
diploma

less than
high school

 18.5%

27.1%
19.7%

7.8%

15.6%

11.2%

0 1b 2b 3b 4b 5b 6b 7b 8b

$14.7B
Total 

Life Science
Industry

BioRenewables 

Biopharmaceutical 
Manufacturing

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip

Life Science Wholesale

Research & 
Lab Services

$163M

$2.65B

$1.97B

$1.92B

$7.94B

*2017 most recent available data, Population aged 25+

Biocom is the leader and advocate for California’s life science sector. We work on behalf of more than 1,300 members to drive public policy, build an enviable network of industry leaders, 
create access to capital, introduce cutting-edge STEM education programs, and create robust value-driven purchasing programs.

This is a condensed summary of Biocom’s 2020 California Economic Impact Report produced by Biocom and Clower & Associates.  
For the full report please visit our website: www.biocom.org/eir 

The 2020 Databook used the same industry and cluster categories as the 2019 Databook, however, comparisons with data from years before 2019 should be made with caution due to 
changes in industries definitions, analytical assumptions, and data sources.  At the time this data is being prepared, the impact of the global pandemic of COVID-19 is unknown and we 
must caution readers to consider how current and near-term economic conditions may influence future industry growth. 



The Impact of Life Science in SAn diego county
San Diego County continues to have a dominating presence in the Life Science industry.  The industry there directly employed 68,063 
people in 2019, with an average annual earnings of $130,411.  Total jobs in the region (direct/indirect/induced) was 175,350 in 2019 
and economic activity generated $41.3B.  Several Life Sciences occupations in San Diego County show high to very high location 
quotients, which indicates competitive advantage for key industry capabilities. This is led by Biochemist and Biophysicist occupations 
where the proportion of total jobs in San Diego County is 4.8 times higher than the national average.

Annual Economic Impact Subsector Employment & Establishments

in economic activity 
in 2019

$41.3B

The Life Science 
industry generated

Life Science 
establishments

1,751
in research funding from 
National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) for FY2019

$1.01 billion

IMPACT

Economic Activity $41.3B

Market Value of 
Goods & Services $23.8B

Total Jobs  
(direct/indirect/induced) 175,350

Labor Income  
(salaries/wages/benefits paid) $14.05B

For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir

C A L I F O R N I A
ECONOMIC IMPACT 
REPORT

NIH Funding

California received more than $4.59B 
in NIH funding in fiscal year 2019, with 
$1.01B flowing to San Diego County’s 
universities, labs and companies to 
support research in the life sciences 
industry.  This is the second highest 
amount of any county in California.  
Source: NIH (4/2020)

2020

SAN DIEGO COUNTY

Employment in 2019 Establishments

BioRenewables 
Includes biofuels, specialty enzymes and 
chemicals, algae research, and key elements of 
agriculture.

Biopharmaceutical Manufacturing 
The production of medicines, botanicals, 
pharmaceuticals, in-vitro diagnostic substances, 
and biological products.

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip 
Laboratory equipment and supplies, optical 
instruments, electromedical apparatus, surgical 
and medical instruments, dental equipment and 
dental product producing laboratories.

Life Science Wholesale 
Wholesaling and distributing medical 
equipment and supplies, and the wholesaling of 
pharmaceuticals and related products.

Research & Lab Services 
R&D in biotechnology, related areas of 
nanotechnology, medical laboratories, and portions 
of industries representing testing laboratories, other 
R&D services, and higher education.

1,563 65

119

241

394

7,565

11,900

4,623

42,412 932

‘Establishment’ refers to an individual facility/physical location. 
Some firms have multiple locations, which would each be counted separately.



BIOCOM’S 2020 CALIFORNIA ECONOMIC IMPACT REPORT: San diego county

Subsector Average Wage

Foreign Exports of Life Science Products

Life Science Innovation Companies

Educational Attainment

Advocacy Roots

Biocom was founded 25 years ago to educate San 
Diego elected officials about water needs of the life 
science industry; constant, reliable access is necessary 
to carry out delicate research processes. We continue 
to advocate for dependable utility access, land use 
incentives, and consistent permitting processes for 
our members in San Diego. Recently, we have been 
diversifying our policy work to include advocacy for 
expanded transportation networks, the building of 
middle-income housing, and enhanced infrastructure 
maintenance as these issues become more important for 
employee attraction and retention throughout the region.

 BioRenewables BioPharmaceutical 
Manufacturing 

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip

Life Science 
Wholesale 

Research & Lab 
Services

All Life 
Sciences

SAN DIEGO 
COUNTY $52,158 $149,676 $140,984 $166,903 $122,915 $130,411

Life Science Innovation Company refers to the unique company count in the most innovative 
sectors of the life science industry. These sectors include industrial biotechnology & biofuels, 
biopharmaceuticals, medical devices & diagnostics equipment, and research & lab services. This 
should not be confused with ‘Establishments’ which includes all physical locations of each company 
in the region in all industry subsectors. For more information, refer to Appendix 3 of Biocom’s 2020 
California Economic Impact Report Databook.

San Diego County has 960 Life Science Innovation 
Companies.

Company Count

BioRenewables 4

Biopharmaceutical Manufacturing 96

Medical Devices & Diagnostic Equip 68

Research & Lab Services 792

For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir

Graduate or 
Professional 
Degree

Bachelor's 
Degree

Associate's 
DegreeSome

college

High school
diploma

less than
high school

15.3%

23.1%

22.3% 8.2%

18.5%

12.7%

$24B
Total 

Life Science
Industry

BioRenewables 

Biopharmaceutical 
Manufacturing

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip

Life Science Wholesale

Research & 
Lab Services

$.86B

0 2B 4B 6B 8B 10B 12B

$4.2B

$5.5B

$2.7B

$10.6B

Biocom is the leader and advocate for California’s life science sector. We work on behalf of more than 1,300 members to drive public policy, build an enviable network of industry leaders, 
create access to capital, introduce cutting-edge STEM education programs, and create robust value-driven purchasing programs.

This is a condensed summary of Biocom’s 2020 California Economic Impact Report produced by Biocom and Clower & Associates. 
For the full report please visit our website: www.biocom.org/eir 

The 2020 Databook used the same industry and cluster categories as the 2019 Databook, however, comparisons with data from years before 2019 should be made with caution due to 
changes in industries definitions, analytical assumptions, and data sources.  At the time this data is being prepared, the impact of the global pandemic of COVID-19 is unknown and we 
must caution readers to consider how current and near-term economic conditions may influence future industry growth. 



440 19,139 

The Impact of Life Science in the City and County of San Francisco
San Francisco City and County cover the same geographical borders. This region’s Life Science industry directly employed 19,139 
people in 2019 with average annual earnings of $147,260. The industry supported 29,140 jobs in the region (direct/indirect/induced) 
in 2019 and generated $7.5B in economic activity.  The largest sector in the city/county by employment and establishments was 
Research & Lab Services, more than all the other sectors combined. 

Annual Economic Impact Subsector Employment & Establishments

The largest sector by 
employment and establishments was 

Research & Lab Services Life Science 
establishments

440

IMPACT

Economic Activity $7.5B

Market Value of 
Goods & Services $5.47B

Total Jobs  
(direct/indirect/induced) 29,140

Labor Income  
(salaries/wages/benefits paid) $3.29B

For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir

NIH Funding

California received more than $4.59B 
in NIH funding in fiscal year 2019 with 
$847M flowing to the City and County 
of San Francisco, the highest NIH 
funding of the 9 counties of the Bay 
Area. Source: NIH (4/2020)

C A L I F O R N I A
ECONOMIC IMPACT 
REPORT CITY AND COUNTY OF

SAN FRANCISCO

2020

Employment in 2019 Establishments

BioRenewables 
Includes biofuels, specialty enzymes and 
chemicals, algae research, and key elements of 
agriculture.

Biopharmaceutical Manufacturing 
The production of medicines, botanicals, 
pharmaceuticals, in-vitro diagnostic substances, 
and biological products.

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip 
Laboratory equipment and supplies, optical 
instruments, electromedical apparatus, surgical 
and medical instruments, dental equipment and 
dental product producing laboratories.

Life Science Wholesale 
Wholesaling and distributing medical 
equipment and supplies, and the wholesaling of 
pharmaceuticals and related products.

Research & Lab Services 
R&D in biotechnology, related areas of 
nanotechnology, medical laboratories, and portions 
of industries representing testing laboratories, other 
R&D services, and higher education.

TOTAL

26 4

11

44

76

192

492

1,222

17,207 305

‘Establishment’ refers to an individual facility/physical location. 
Some firms have multiple locations, which would each be counted separately.

in research funding from 
National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) for FY2019

$847 million



BIOCOM’S 2020 CALIFORNIA ECONOMIC IMPACT REPORT: SAN FRANCISCO

Subsector Average Wage

Educational Attainment

The City and County of San Francisco has 
a distinct competitive advantage in overall 
education attainment, with almost 60% of the 
adult population achieving at least a bachelor’s 
degree and almost 24% holding a graduate 
degree.   

 BioRenewables BioPharmaceutical 
Manufacturing 

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip

Life Science 
Wholesale 

Research & Lab 
Services

All Life 
Sciences

San Francisco City 
and County $69,573 $154,320 $109,466 $147,569 $148,357 $147,260

For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir

Graduate or 
Professional 
Degree

Bachelor's 
DegreeAssociate's 

Degree

Some
college

High school
diploma

less than
high school

23.7% 

36.1% 

12.5% 

10.4% 

12.2% 

5.0% 

City and County of San Francisco 
Policy Priorities

San Francisco’s Mission Bay is home to a high 
concentration of incubators and small companies that 
have close connections to UC San Francisco.  The Life 
Sciences industry has also expanded to other areas of 
The City such as SOMA and Dogpatch.  Recent obstacles 
to industry development have included competing for 
space with tech companies, lack of available space to 
locate companies, and inequity in the application of tax 
policies. Biocom works with California Strategies in San 
Francisco to educate the Board of Supervisors and other 
decision makers on the impacts of land use and tax 
policies on our industry.

Biocom is the leader and advocate for California’s life science sector. We work on behalf of more than 1,300 members to drive public policy, build an enviable network of industry leaders, 
create access to capital, introduce cutting-edge STEM education programs, and create robust value-driven purchasing programs.

This is a condensed summary of Biocom’s 2020 California Economic Impact Report produced by Biocom and Clower & Associates. 
For the full report please visit our website: www.biocom.org/eir 

The 2020 Databook used the same industry and cluster categories as the 2019 Databook, however, comparisons with data from years before 2019 should be made with caution due to 
changes in industries definitions, analytical assumptions, and data sources.  At the time this data is being prepared, the impact of the global pandemic of COVID-19 is unknown and we 
must caution readers to consider how current and near-term economic conditions may influence future industry growth. 



The Impact of Life Science in SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
Southern California includes six counties: Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Diego and Ventura Counties.  The Southern 
California Life Science industry directly employed 242,414 individuals in 2019. The average earnings for these jobs exceeded 
$104,000 per year. Total jobs in the region (direct/indirect/induced) was 668,212 in 2019 and economic activity generated $159.9B.  
Key Life Sciences occupations in Southern California include Biochemists and Biophysicists; Microbiologists; Medical Scientists; and 
Biological Technicians. Reflecting sector growth in the Research & Lab Services cluster, the largest occupational job gains were for 
Medical and Clinical Laboratory Technologists and Technicians. 

Annual Economic Impact Subsector Employment & Establishments

in economic activity 
in 2019

$159.9B
Life Science 
establishments

6,972
in research funding from 
National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) for FY2019

$2.37 billion

IMPACT

Economic Activity $159.9B

Market Value of 
Goods & Services $86.5B

Total Jobs  
(direct/indirect/induced) 668,212

Labor Income  
(salaries/wages/benefits paid) $49.8B

For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir

C A L I F O R N I A
ECONOMIC IMPACT 
REPORT SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

NIH Funding

California received more than $4.59B 
in NIH funding in fiscal year 2019 with 
$2.37B flowing to Southern California’s 
universities, labs and companies to 
support research in the life sciences 
industry.  This represents more than 
half the NIH funding flowing to the 
state, signaling the high importance of 
innovation to the region. 
Source: NIH (4/2020)

2020

Employment in 2019 Establishments

BioRenewables 
Includes biofuels, specialty enzymes and 
chemicals, algae research, and key elements of 
agriculture.

Biopharmaceutical Manufacturing 
The production of medicines, botanicals, 
pharmaceuticals, in-vitro diagnostic substances, 
and biological products.

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip 
Laboratory equipment and supplies, optical 
instruments, electromedical apparatus, surgical 
and medical instruments, dental equipment and 
dental product producing laboratories.

Life Science Wholesale 
Wholesaling and distributing medical 
equipment and supplies, and the wholesaling of 
pharmaceuticals and related products.

Research & Lab Services 
R&D in biotechnology, related areas of 
nanotechnology, medical laboratories, and portions 
of industries representing testing laboratories, other 
R&D services, and higher education.

7,396 248

358

1,229

2,449

20,790

55,334

33,565

125,329 2,688

‘Establishment’ refers to an individual facility/physical location. 
Some firms have multiple locations, which would each be counted separately.



BIOCOM’S 2020 CALIFORNIA ECONOMIC IMPACT REPORT: Southern california

Subsector Average Wage (Wages by Sector & County)

Foreign Exports of Life Science Products Educational Attainment

 BioRenewables BioPharmaceutical 
Manufacturing Medical DeviceS Life Science 

Wholesale 
Research & Lab 

Services
All Life 

Sciences

Imperial $43,402 Insufficient Data Insufficient Data $54,636 $76,375 $48,394

Los Angeles $55,868 $90,882 $97,041 $91,699 $82,673 $86,501

Orange $52,098 $94,266 $124,815 $129,803 $75,502 $108,177

Riverside $46,052 $70,672 $116,015 $74,200 $69,864 $77,523

San Diego $52,158 $149,676 $140,984 $166,903 $122,915 $130,411

Ventura $43,190 $111,249 $112,947 $224,028 $69,704 $98,527

For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir

$49B
Total 

Life Science
Industry

BioRenewables 

Biopharmaceutical 
Manufacturing

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip

Life Science Wholesale

Research & 
Lab Services

0 3B 6B 9B 12B 15B 18B

$1.9B

$5.3B

$17.4B

$12.12B

$12.46B

Graduate or 
Professional 
Degree

Bachelor's 
Degree

Associate's 
Degree

Some
college

High school
diploma

less than
high school

12.1%

21.5%

20.5%

7.6%

20.7%

17.6%

Life Science Innovation Companies

Life Science Innovation Company refers to the unique company count in the most innovative 
sectors of the life science industry. These sectors include industrial biotechnology & biofuels, 
biopharmaceuticals, medical devices & diagnostics equipment, and research & lab services. This 
should not be confused with ‘Establishments’ which includes all physical locations of each company 
in the region in all industry subsectors. For more information, refer to Appendix 3 of Biocom’s 2020 
California Economic Impact Report Databook.

Southern California has 2,652 Life Science Innovation Companies.

Company Count

BioRenewables 10

Biopharmaceutical Manufacturing 264

Medical Devices & Diagnostic Equip 229

Research & Lab Services 2,149

Biocom is the leader and advocate for California’s life science sector. We work on behalf of more than 1,300 members to drive public policy, build an enviable network of industry leaders, 
create access to capital, introduce cutting-edge STEM education programs, and create robust value-driven purchasing programs.

This is a condensed summary of Biocom’s 2020 California Economic Impact Report produced by Biocom and Clower & Associates. 
For the full report please visit our website: www.biocom.org/eir 

The 2020 Databook used the same industry and cluster categories as the 2019 Databook, however, comparisons with data from years before 2019 should be made with caution due to 
changes in industries definitions, analytical assumptions, and data sources.  At the time this data is being prepared, the impact of the global pandemic of COVID-19 is unknown and we 
must caution readers to consider how current and near-term economic conditions may influence future industry growth. 



The Impact of Life Science in San Mateo County and Santa Clara County
“The Bay Area Peninsula” includes the two counties of San Mateo and Santa Clara. Peninsula companies in the Life Science Industry 
directly employed 72,294 people in 2019 with average annual earnings of $263,188 per year in San Mateo and $156,744 per year in 
Santa Clara. The industry supported 158,836 jobs in the region (direct/indirect/induced) in 2019 and generated $68.5B in economic 
activity.  The largest sector in the two counties by employment and establishments was Research & Lab Services, more than all the 
other sectors combined.  Santa Clara County leads the Bay Area in number of Medical Device establishments.

Annual Economic Impact Subsector Employment & Establishments

Life Science 
establishments

1,603

SAN MATEO SANTA CLARA

Economic Activity  $44.0B  $24.5B

Market Value of 
Goods & Services  $29.3B  $16.0B

Total Jobs  
(direct/indirect/induced)  83,151  75,685

Labor Income  
(salaries/wages/benefits paid)  $12.2B  $9.5B

For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir

C A L I F O R N I A
ECONOMIC IMPACT 
REPORT

NIH Funding

California received more than $4.59B 
in NIH funding in fiscal year 2019 with 
$686.9M flowing to the Peninsula.  San 
Mateo County garnered $100.1M and 
Santa Clara County received $586.8M.  
Source: NIH (4/2020)

2020

Employment in 2019
SAN 

MATEO
SANTA 
CLARA

SAN 
MATEO

SANTA 
CLARA

Establishments

‘Establishment’ refers to an individual facility/physical location. 
Some firms have multiple locations, which would each be counted separately.

  THE PENINSULA

BioRenewables 
Includes biofuels, specialty enzymes and 
chemicals, algae research, and key elements of 
agriculture.

Biopharmaceutical Manufacturing 
The production of medicines, botanicals, 
pharmaceuticals, in-vitro diagnostic substances, 
and biological products.

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip 
Laboratory equipment and supplies, optical 
instruments, electromedical apparatus, surgical 
and medical instruments, dental equipment and 
dental product producing laboratories.

Life Science Wholesale 
Wholesaling and distributing medical 
equipment and supplies, and the wholesaling of 
pharmaceuticals and related products.

Research & Lab Services 
R&D in biotechnology, related areas of 
nanotechnology, medical laboratories, and portions 
of industries representing testing laboratories, 
other R&D services, and higher education.

TOTAL

 194

9,929

2,149

866

19,297

32,435

11

32

101

75

357

576

 373

3,153

10,293

2,128

23,912

39,859

30

36

249

156

556

1,027

in research funding from 
National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) for FY2019

$686.9 millionThe largest sector by 
employment and establishments was 

Research & Lab Services



BIOCOM’S 2020 CALIFORNIA ECONOMIC IMPACT REPORT: THE PENINSULA

Subsector Average Wage (Wages by Sector & County)

Policy Priorities for San Mateo and 
Santa Clara Counties

Educational Attainment

For full report visit: www.biocom.org/eir

 BioRenewables BioPharmaceutical 
Manufacturing 

Medical Devices & 
Diagnostic Equip

Life Science 
Wholesale 

Research & Lab 
Services

All Life 
Sciences

San Mateo $45,677 $338,950 $299,380 $176,691 $226,244 $263,188

Santa Clara $63,069 $196,684 $181,802 $184,445 $139,738 $156,774 

Graduate or 
Professional 
Degree

Bachelor's 
Degree

Associate's 
Degree

Some
college

High school
diploma

less than
high school

25.4%

santa clara

10.8%
25.4%

7.3%
28.4%

14.5%

13.7%

Graduate or 
Professional 
Degree

Bachelor's 
Degree

Associate's 
Degree

Some
college

High school
diploma

less than
high school

25.4%

san MATEO

10.8%
25.4%

7.3%
28.4%

14.5%

13.7%

9.7%
22.3%

6.3%
30.2%

17%

14.4%

The Peninsula is home to the largest concentration of 
Life Sciences companies in the Bay Area.  Many of them 
are engaged in Research & Lab Services and most of 
the region’s Medical Device & Diagnostics companies 
are also located here.  South San Francisco can be held 
up as a model for how government can support the 
growth of a Life Sciences industry cluster.  Local elected 
officials publicly support industry growth, and land 
use and zoning tools have facilitated the development 
of more than 200 Life Sciences companies located 
in a dense area east of Highway 101 in SSF.   Further 
south, Life Sciences companies are located throughout 
the Peninsula all the way to San Jose, with many 
companies in and around Palo Alto for proximity to 
Stanford University and the concentrated venture 
capital resources located there.  The area is renowned 
for entrepreneurship and, increasingly, the area is giving 
rise to a number of connected health companies as the 
Life Sciences and traditional Silicon Valley technologies 
converge.

Our members on the Peninsula express concerns around 
affordable housing and connected transit systems; 
challenges that are evident throughout the Bay Area.  
Biocom has supported the recent expansion of Caltrain 
service to South San Francisco.  As the Peninsula 
continues to develop, it is important to locate new 
housing developments in areas that are close to transit 
and amenities, in order to avoid additional traffic impacts 
and collocation issues.

Biocom is the leader and advocate for California’s life science sector. We work on behalf of more than 1,300 members to drive public policy, build an enviable network of industry leaders, 
create access to capital, introduce cutting-edge STEM education programs, and create robust value-driven purchasing programs.

This is a condensed summary of Biocom’s 2020 California Economic Impact Report produced by Biocom and Clower & Associates. 
For the full report please visit our website: www.biocom.org/eir 

The 2020 Databook used the same industry and cluster categories as the 2019 Databook, however, comparisons with data from years before 2019 should be made with caution due to 
changes in industries definitions, analytical assumptions, and data sources.  At the time this data is being prepared, the impact of the global pandemic of COVID-19 is unknown and we 
must caution readers to consider how current and near-term economic conditions may influence future industry growth. 
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